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A Brief History

A newspaper article (incheded in this
booklet) from 1936 shows the great
need for organised bush fire brigades
to be formed in the district

Informaticn of the day from interviews
with local residents and from news ar-
ticles indicates that “a fire brigade ex-
Isted in Kurrajong as early as 1936
Many people would supgest that an of-
ficial brigade was definitely in place
prior to the fires of 944,

Research into our brigade history has
uncovered information showing that
we were an unofficial brigade unuil
1939, when we ware sanctioned by
the Colo Shire Council, thereby mak-
ing the brigade officially recegnised
with powers under the relevant acts
(This information is also reproduced
herein). This “Kurrajong Brigade" cov-

ered the “greater” Kurrajong District,
with deputy captains elected in their
respective localities, each with relevant
powers vested by council

As like most Bush Fire Brigades, Gov-
ernment funding for equipment includ-
ing trucks was not forthcoming, so
manies had to be raied locally by
whatever means possible, Street stalls,
fashion parades, proceeds from fetes
and woodchops etc even doorknock
appeals were the sources of these
manies, with many In the community
assisting. The main driving forces be-
hind these activities were the late Mrs.
Matalie Buckett and Mrs, Dorothy
Buckett. Enough money was raised to
purchase the R model Bedfard tanker
which was affectionately named “Ma-
talie Dot” in their honour and recog-
nition.
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Gazette

November 13th 1936

SERIOUS DAMAGE

KURRAJONG SWEPT Y
BUSHFIRES

BLAZE ON 4 MILE FRONT
HOMES DESTROYED

Bush Fires which had been burning for
days on a front of about |2 miles in
the valleys to the west and north west
of Kurrajong Heights, advanced on the
township on Friday morning on a
frontage of about 4 miles, Fire fighters
from surrounding districts, fought a
strenuous bartde at various paints in
the area, whereas 20 police recruies
from Sydney and a number of air-
erafismen from the Rayal Air Force
base a¢ Richmond, arrived too he to
give much assiscnce. Although they
saved several properties, an old house,
valued ac about 3000 pounds was de-
stroyed, and at Bilpin about 15 miles
away a cotiage, owned by Mr Peter
Powell, was destroyed Threatened on
4 sides by flames an 8 roomed house

4

at Wheeny creck, ewned by Mr
Cooper, of Sydney, was saved by a
small band of fire fighters,

(From our Kurrajong cormespandent)
Most disastrous fires have been raging
in the mountaing beyond Kurrajong
Heights and the Grose Valley for some
days, and on Friday last they brought
disaster and havoc to the Kurrajong
district.

Despite the effarts of brave fire fight-
ers, who worked day and nieght with-
out rest and very ltitle refreshment of
any kind the Powell family lost their
home and nearly the whale of the
contents, also a cottage on the Bilpin
estate.

The residents burnt breaks around the
homes of R. M. and . Dunston and
Misses Sproule, and these were all
saved.

Unfartunately, the flames swept from
the mountain down to the home of
Mrs Wark, while the combined forces
were engaged fighting the outbreak
there. a fire started in the pine trees
and vines at the old Powell hame Very
lictle help was available. and it was
soon seen that nothing could save the
homestead. A piana and a lictle furnk
ture was saved.

Past offices in the district sent out
SOS signals for help and velunteers
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rushed from all parts of Comleroy,
Grase Vale, Grose Wold and Mavua
Farm. In the meantime Mr Coopers
home was completcly surrounded by
fiercely rushing flames and was only
saved by a small band of workers. The
majority of volunteers could not get
1o their help as the fire was between
the home and them.

“Spring Grove” the old home of
‘William Dunston Sor was threatened,
but a break was burnt and there was
plenty of help available to save it The
hemes of Messrs. Devine, M. Brown
and G. Horn were all in danger, but
these sturdy old pioneers, assisted by
velunteers, burne breaks and fought
back the encoming flames and saved
their homes. Men and women rose to
the occasion and did their best. Some
of the men were overcome with the
awiul hear and were on the point of
collapse. Mr Dick Dunsten and his son,
Russ, were rescued when, after fighting
for two days and nights, their serength
failed and they were dragged o safety,

Residents of Grose Vale and Grose
Wold after working hard saving the
homes of those in their own area for
weeks previcusly, left their houses in
danger to assist the residents of Kure
rajong Heights.

Members of the airforce from Rich-

mond and a contingent of Police from 6

Sydney arrived too late o give any as-
sistance. Miles of fencing and seme
acres of archard have been burnt. and
trees singed that will eventually dic.
Many tonnes of wartle bark have boen
destroyed,

A word of mention must be made of
the generous women whe supplied
and served refresh o their
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spread,and in a few minutes the prop-
erties of “Belmant Park”, Stinson Bros,
Propsting, Irving, Pole, and Creer
ware in grave danger. & phane message
breught help from every quarter, and
fortunately the fire was controlled n 3
few haurs, but net before some dam-
age was done to timber and fences.

brave men. Some of these women had
gone to Comleray, Grose Wold and
Grose Vale fires and WEre again to the
fore at Kurrajong Heights, just daing
their bit in times of “fire war",

On Sunday marning (Ist Nevember),
a fire started suddenly at the farm of
Mr Morgan, Grose Wold. A fire break
had been burnt te save the homestead
and 2 sharp wind caused the flames 1o

Condi in the whele of the distrier
(one might really say Colo shire) are
very serious. No rain to speak of has
fallen since April. Tanks and dams are
practically empty, grass is burnc up,
bleom is burnt off the citrus trees and
cranges are withered and dry. The
Ppresent stone fruit erop is small and
inferior. The man on the land in these
areas seems to be faced with disaster.
The damage caused by bush fires can
not be estimated,
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Major
District
Fires
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Gazette

December 15th, 1939

BRIGADE POWERS

IN FIGHTING BUSH FIRES
SHIRE COUNCIL DISCUSSION

An interesting discussion on the pow-
ers of autharised officer of a properly
canstituted bush fire brigade to enter
private property to burn fire breaks
took place at the Cole shire council
meeting an Monday, during considers-
tion of a lecter from the Kurrajong dis-
trict bush fire brigade, members of
which have set the district an exeellent
example by their enterprise in thus
preparing for emergencies which are
all too commen in the dry summer
manths. A motion to prohibit burning
off between 6am and épm daily in cer
@in manths was defeated. And in the
course of discussion |t was stated
under the local government act nei-
ther a council nor any officer of a
brigade whose appointment as such
has been approved by a council who is
liable for any claim as a result of any
activities in connection with the ear-
rying out of brigade duties.

The first letter read at the meeting in
tennection with the subject was form
the bush fires advisory committee of
the department of works and local
Eavernment, which wrote “in reply to
an inquiry as to the powers of a bush
fire brigade not under the control of a
council to enter private property o
fire brigade not erganised by a munic-
Ipal or shire council under Section 494
of the local government Act had no
powers whatever. This was followed by
a reading of a letter by the Kurrajong
district bush fire brigade notifying
council of the recent formation of that
body by a large and representative
meeting of citizens, and asking that
council confirm the appaintment of
the following officials: - President, Cr,
R.A Ziems; hon. Secrctary — Treasurer,
Mr M. (Bdl) McMahon; District Cap-
tain, Cr, Ziems;Vice Captains, Messrs,
H Peck (Kurrajong Heights). A B Pow-
ell {Bilpin), |. Dunston (Grose Vale), F
Upton {Kurrajong), 5.0owns (Kur-
mand), N. Franks (North Richmand),
Cr. H. | Mathesen (Grose Wold), M)
MeMahan (Comlercy Road), A, |,
Turner (The Slopes). E McMahan
(Tennyson), M. West (East Kurrajong),

In verbally amplifying this letter, Cr.
Ziems sald that some months ago the
citizens concerned held a meeting, at
which the speaker was not present,
when it was decided to form a bush
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fire brigade. The original mover and
arganiser was really Constable Hicks,
«of North Richmond, and after the pre-
iminary decision to form a brigade he
had had to interview various citizens
to ascertain if they would act as offi-
cials. At the meeting of the brigade on
the previous Wednesday evening the
speaker had pointed out that any ap-
paintments were inoperative under
the act, unless confirmed by the coun-
cil. To fully legalise the position, it was
necessary for the shire clerk to write
to each of the afficers, to notify him of
council's confirmation of his appaint-
ment. [t might be thought in penusing
this st of names that seme of the men
were rather young to accept such re-
sponsibility, but the majority had had
experience of fighting fires.

It would perhaps be wise, the speaker
continued. for council to give these of-
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ficers authority to go into private
preperty and burn breaks when con-
sidered necessary. Cr, Bailey said he
entirely agreed with the whale
scheme, which he considered was *
the best move yet for fighting fires”,
He therefore moved that the request
of the writers for confirmation of the
appointments of the officers of the
brigade be granted,

“The President [ Cr.A. Buckland) sec-
ended, and the motion was carried
unanimeusty.Ta an inquiry by Cr, Math-
eson, the President said thar the pass-
ing of this resclution meant that
couneil was vesting in the officials of
the brigade in their respective centres
absolute authority to decide where
breaks were required, and this author
ity could not be overrvled by any
awner
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Our Vehicles & Equipment

Originally, hand beaters and green tree
branches were the main toels o put
fires out aleng with common garden
wools. The first equipment to assist fire
fighters carry water was a 100 gallen
canvas “belly bag” which could be put
in a utlicy or trailer then filled with
water,

A Navy surplus Series | Land Rover
was acquired from Sydney. It was a
1948/49 madel with a canvas top. It
was picked up by Reg Hurse, the cap-
tain of the day, and Norm Minturn,
This vehicle was kept behind “Hurst's
shop” in the main street until Novem-
ber 1963 when the shop burnt down,
The Land Rover towed a trailer with
water tank and pump and carried a
few knapsacks and some hand tools.
Men {and boys) would fit where they
could on the way to a fire, in the back
and even sitting on the A-frame draw-
bar of the trailer.

Another ex-army vehicle was acquired
some time later, 3 Ford Blitz fitted
with a2 water tank and pump. The
source of this vehicle is not clear, al-
though it has been suggested it was an
ex Colo Shire Council water cart after
the war. This truck was powered by a
VB petrol motor, This truck was kept

in a garage beside Woodhills shop,
down the drive beside todays pizza
shop.

The first of our purpese-built trucks,
an “R model” Bedford 4x4 re-
placed the Blitz in 1968 or 1969, This
truck was powered by a 6 cylinder
petrol motor. (Affectionately named
Matalie Dot). Crew accommodation
was restricted due to 18 inches being
cut off the tray to allow the truck to fit
in the shed.

A Toyota Landcruiser tray back re-
placed the Land Rover circa
19781979, This was petrol powered
with a galvanised tank and petrol
pumpset.

The second purpese-built heavy Bed-
ford MFR 4x4, powered by a "Heavy
Duty Holden V8" motor and fitted
with a 2 stage "Davey Tankermaster”
pump replaced the “R model” in Au-
gust 1981k had open crew accomma-
dation between the cabin and the
water tank. (Also called Naalie Dot)

An Isuzu Twin Cab 4x4 powered by
a diesel motor and fited with a diesel
pump rephiced the MJR. This truck
seated 7 crew in airconditdoned com-
fort. (Matalie Dot 2)
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A Mitsubishi Canter Twin Cab re-
places the Toyota, pawered by a diesel
motor and fitted with a diesel
pumpset This vehicle is still in our use
today, carrying a crew of 4 in air-con-
ditioned comfort.

A second Isuzu replaces the original
unit, with a number of modifications
including a turbocharged diesel motor
and various plumbing alterations te
make these vehicles safer for crews
They remined dicsel pewered
pumpsets. This truck is sl in our use
today,
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Gazette

May 17th, 1940

FIRE REGULATIONS

EXTRACT FROM ARTICLE:

“ _ The Kurrajong bush fire brigade
had not been in oxistence for twelve
rmonths, the speaker (Cr. Zicrr.u] Ean-
nwed yet in that tme he, as its Lap-
:Izim h:: pravelled 117 miles, worked
43 hours (plus 5 hours wravedling umz.),
and spent from his own pocket 17/3in
Pt calls ing a2
i cannection with bush fires!
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Errors and Omissions
l t It is with regrer thar due to
n e r missingflost  brigade and  council

. . records ete. that some information has

D I St r l Ct not been collated or verified. Accu-

racy of information is easily lost in in-

. terpretation. The older the decument,
Excu r S l O n S the less information is recorded bur
rather committed to memery. Given
time constraints, not all relevant infor-
mation has been included in this book-
let. nor was it the intention BUT we
will most likely. (due to recently un-
cavered records verifying our incep-
tion date) be celebrating our 70th
anniversary in 2009,

Brigade contact details have been in-
cluded in this beokler and we will be
mast appreciative of any corrections,
additions including photographs, sto-
ries bath serious and humorous etc.
Al contributions will be gratefully re-
ceived. Hopefully our next booklet
will address many of these shortcom-
ings.

To submit any contribution to
our 70th, please contace us or
send information to the below:
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Gazette

May 6th, 1942

DEFENCE MEASURE

MORE BUSH FIRE
BRIGADES

Supporting the esntentian already =
mada by this newspaper regarding the
local defence necessity of farming
more bush fire brigades in the district
an official request to that effect was
made to the Calo shire councll ar s
last meeting. The council decided to
get in touch with leading citizens in
various centres and ask them to assist
in forming these brigades

The letter was from the bush fires ad-
visory committee of the deparement
of agriculture, and asked that couneil,
as a defence measure, undertake the
fermation of bush fire brigades at
Bilpin, Upper Colo, Colo, Lawer Pore-
land and St Albans it was also asked
that members of the brigades be se-
lected from men wha are not liable 1o
milicary service or other special duties.
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